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=o H E N that weak geg 
9. Reptile, ſinful Man, pre- 
ſumes to examine and ſearch 
out the Nature and Eſſence of 
that Go D who made him, he will foon  :. 
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be. able, that he is — ; 
7 vaſtly out of his Dahn 
To contemplate the Power, Wiclom 
and Goodneſs of our E 
CREATOR is moſt pleaſing to the Ima- _ 
gination, and is probably Part of 


the Happineſs of a future State : 
For, how is the Mind fill'd with a 


melt delightful Aſtoniſhment when 


we caſt our Eyes towards the: vaſt 
Expanſe of Heaven, and view there 


that numberleſs, radiant Hoſt of Stars, 
that are ſhining round us; when we 


conſider that glorious Body, the Sun, 


with that Chorus of Planets moving 


round him in their ſeveral Orbits, 


and performing their Periods with a 
moſt ſurprizing Exactneſs; when we 


turn our Eyes even to this our Earth, | 
what Scope is there for Admiration ; 


what a beautiful Order of Things 


preſent themſelves to our View; what 


| Variety do we there find of. Ani- 
mals, Plants, Minerals, Sc. When 


we reflect upon our aun Make, up- 
on 


-— ww 
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on the curious Structure of our Bo- 
dies, and the more amazing, Frame 


of the Soul, and its Union with the 
Body; when. we conſider ' ourſelves 


as Beings, Juſt call d from Nothing, 
to continue for ever in a happy Eter- 
nity, as our moſt bleſſed Religion 
| aſſures us, unleſs we forfeit it thro? 
our own Wickedneſs ; ſuch Reflec- 
tions as theſe will fill our Minds with 
a moſt pleaſing Rapture, and make 


our Hearts burn with Gratitude to- 


wards our moſt merciful and gracious 
CREATOR a 


Bur, if not content with ador- 
ing the great MAI ESTV of Heaven 
and Earth, and in admiring the Works 


of his Hands, and in imitating his 


moral PerfeQions, we take upon our- 
ſelves to explain his inimitable” Attri- 
butes, and to meaſure the ALMIGHTY 
by our narrow Conceptions, we ſhall 
run into dangerous Errors. Hene 
it is, that raſh and ene Men 
perplex themſelves and others about 
Govp's 
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Gov' $ Fore- Knowledge, and Maft's 
F ree- will; and becauſe they themſelves 
cannot ame to many different Ob- 
Jes at the ſame Time, they ai too 
forward to think it impoſſible even 
for the Great Gop himfelf, at one 
View, to look through all the vaſt 


Immenſity of Nature, oe» preſent, 
and to come. 


8 n IN, becauſe we can have no 
other Idea of any Kind of Duration, 
but that by which we ourſelves, wat 
all created Beings do exiſt ; we are 
confounded and colitis ourſelves. 
when we meaſure Eternity by any 
| Notion which we'can frame of it. 
The Exiſtence of the Sovereign Au- 
thor of Nature, who is and bath been 
from Eternity, not being to be mea- 
ſured by our allow Notions of Exiſt- 
ence. One great Miſchief attend- 
ing eh - unwarrantable” Enquiry is 
this, That whilſt Men are loſing 
themſelves in ſearching after what 
they” can never diſcover, they fre- 
_ quently 
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quently. neglect, and ſometimes con- 
tradi& the 1 3 Attributes of the 
Great Gop, none of which ſeem to 
have ſuffered more from - the Expla- 
nations of Men, than that of his in- 
finite Goodneſs, that glorious Attri- 
bute which "WHO ſo eminent] 
throughout all his Works, and which, 
if it may be allowed to as poor Mor- 
tals to ſpeak thus of the Attributes 
of the moſt High Go p, ſeems to be 
his Favourite, above all the reſt, and 
which is ſo wonderfully diſplay d in 
the Redemption of Mankind ; that 
the Son of Gop' ſhould leive the 
Boſom of his Father and become Man; 
that he ſhould paſs a Life full of 
Want and Miſery, and at laſt die on 
the Croſs, that we might live, and 
Mankind: be reſtored to Favour, is 2 
Tranſaction the moſt . and 
amazing! But even this Tranſaction 
moſt wonderful, this Goodneſs im- 
menſe, this 1 Inſtance of Mer- 
cy towards the Sons of Men, thro 
an over-forward Zeal, Ad e 
wo 1 Paſſion 
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Paſſion. of ſome ' Perſons for their 
own Explications and Notions, hath 


been moſt egregiouſly miſrepreſented 


and traduced, and Men have even 


dared to arraign the infinite Good- 


neſs of the Great Gov, and to ad- 
vance and even impoſe ſuch Doctrines, 


as would ſtrike a Heathen with Adis: 


ment at their Preſumption, whilt 
they ſeem to forget this certain Truth, 


that an adequate Idea of the ſupreme 


God is ſo infinitely above our Capa- 
cities, that Angels and Archangels 
are only capable of adoring Him; 


What He is, is known to Himſelf 
alone. 


Can it be ſuppoſed that the De. 


* n of our SAV IO UR in deſcending 


. Heaven was to gratify Men's 


idle Curioſities, and to amuſe us with 
the Speculations of Things above our 


Capacities? The Devil, indeed, tempt- 


ed our firſt Parents ils a watt In- 
creaſe of Knowledge, if they would 
eat the forbidden Fruit. Gen. ch. iii. 


ver . 


* 


of Chriſtianity were calculated meer- 


iy for a Trial ef our Oredulity, 
without having an immediate Relation 


to our Practice. No, tis the moſt 
pious Man, and not the tmoſtknow- 
ing, who is the beſt Chriſtian. Nut- 
ledge puffeth up, Charity edifieth,-r Cor. 


£ have all Fath, ſo that I could remove 
Mountams, and have not Charity, I am 
nothing, 1 Cor. ch. xiii. ver. 2. It is 


indeed a Sin of a very heinous Na- 


ture, if ſuch a Sin could poflibly'be 
committed, to believe, that any Thing 
is reveal'd by Gop, and yet to doubt 


if” it” is true: I ay, if ſuch à Sin 
could poſſibly be committed; for; 
can any Perſon harbour ſo profane a 


Thought of the Great and Mighty 


Gov of Heaven and Earth as to ſup- 
Poſe, | that he is a Liar, and a De- 
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wet. 5 In the Day ye cat thereof i 
your Eyes ſhall be opened, and ye ſhall 

Or will any one ſay, that the Doctrines 
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ceiver of rig por Foals af N The 0 
Devil, we are told, was a Liar from 
the Beginning; but, Go p forbid that 
any Perſon ſhould dare to entertain 
ſuch a Thought of the Go p of Truth. 
| eee who rigidly impoſe Ar- 

ticles of. Faith. under the Penaley: of 
parent Damnation, would do well to 
conſider, whether their preſuming to 
determine, that the merciful and gra- 
cious Gop will eternally puniſh:a Cres 
ture for differing in Judgment from 
the Impoſers, is not as great an Af- 
front to the Goodneſs of Gon, as 
any Unbelief can be to his F idelity. ö 
How dare any Man entertain ſuch a 
Thought of perfect Goodneſs! of 
zbat Gop who ig the Father of Mer- 

cies and Go of all Comfort, 2 Cor. 

ch. i. ver. 3. F that Go who; 15 
loving — every, Man, and whoſe 
I rs .cvcr. all W Works, en 


VET, 910 #4 


_ though! it is a ak grievous 
Sin to deny the Truth of any; wh 
in "" "at 
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that Gop bath been pleaſed clearly 


to reveal to us, yet it doth not from 
hence follow, that it is equally ſinful 
to doubt whethss ſuch a Thing be 


revealed by Go, tho' reputed Saints 
have aſſerted it, And Councils confirm'd 


it; or to doubt whether the 3 


may not be miſtaken; to ſay That, 
to affirm, that the Infallibility of Men 


1s equal to the Infallibility of God. 


I confeſs, what Men eminent for Learn- 


ing n Piety have in ſucceſfive Ages 


ſeemed to acquieſce | in, what the Di- 
vines of our own Charch (and for 
whom I have the greateſt Regard) 
have ſubſcribed their Aſſent to the Be- 
lief of, and what the Wiſdom of the 


Legiſlature have thought proper to 


enjoin, is of that Weight, that tho 


it cannot over- rule my private Judg- 
ment, and force me to believe That to 
be agreeable to Scripture, which, from 


an impartial Inquiry, I am firmly per- 
ſuaded is repugnant thereto; yet, from 
a true Senſe of my ownWeaknefs, I durſt 
not undertake to be a Teac er or In- 
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ſtructor of others. i in a Matter of as, 


Importance; and Was determin'd not 


to ſuffer my private Opinion to raiſe 
Diſputes, till I found not enly the 
wiſeſt of the Laity, but even 55 beſt 
and moſt honeſt among the Clergy, 
wiſhing we were once fairly rid of 
this Creed: And a Book being Juſt 
publiſhed, Intitled, The . — 1 
Creed, a Pr eſervatiue agamſt Hereſes, 
and andertaking to ſhew the Reaſon- 
ablenels and even Neceſſity of | retain- 
ing it in the publick = in L hope 
it will not be amiſs in me to examine 
this Performance, and to wiſh, with 
thoſe great Men, we were fairly rid of 
it; and that the Conſciences ol the 
Clergy and Laity were no longer en- 
tangled with a Creed, which, at leaſt, 
they muſt hope may not be true, 
ſince it makes the Terms of Salvation 


1 Keen difficult. 


6 OI Txeatils appears. to hs the 
. of a maſterly Hand, 
pd the Work of a Gentleman: well 


skill' d 
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kill din, EctleGaftical, u Hiſto- 
ry. He acquaints us, in the firſt 
Place, with the Ori ginal of this Creed; 


b dme, that it hath been aſcribed, by 


learned. Men, to different Authors ; of 


2s 2 that there is no better Ar 
greement amongſt them, as to the 


Time when it was compos'd, but 
ſays, that tis the Opinion of che Ju- 
dicious and learned Dr. V. aterland, 
that it was compos'd in Gad, by 
one Hilary, Perg of Lerins, and 
afterwards Biſhop of Arles, abi 


the Year 430. 1 Fill nat much d 


ſpute this Matter with him, though 
other Authors of great Note affirm, 


that it was never heard of before 


the eighth Century, but only ſhall 


obſerve, that it is by all Hands agreed 


to be à ſpurious Offspring, and not; 
the Creed of Athauaſeus, but ins 


troduc'd into the World under the 
Sanction of his Name, a very great 


Number of Vears e he was dead, 


in the dark Ages of the World, . r. | 


Men were not very curious about 


what | 


; * 8 7 = 4 N - . ; Warns; 35 6 * 1 — 
4 AD FENCE! of 12 
. Was Genuine and what was . 
1 e | 


Tue Aurher bt * Eſſay, 0 n 
like lost into high Encomiums 
upon the Athanaſian Creed ; calls it 
the great Bulwark of our Faith; a 
ſtanding Fence and Prefervative” a- 
gainſt the Wiles and Equivocations 
of Hereticks; admits, that it hath 
been the Occafion of: much Strife 
and Diſpute amongſt . Chriſtians, 
but which, he ſays will always be 
the Caſe, as long as Hereticks are 
reckon' "x in the Number of Chri- 
ſtians; but ſays, That is no Reaſon for 
hying it aſide, for, Orthodoxy ought 
not to give Way A Hereſy : Then he 
offers this equitable Propoſition ; of 
the Doctrine contained in the Athana- 
ſian Creed be falſe or unwarrantable 
by Scripture, away with the Creed ; 
but if it be true and important, ths 
its having been the Occaſion of Diſ⸗ 
putes is no Reaſon for giving it up. 
After ſo fair a 9 I expected 

{ome 
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ſome Show of Argument to prove 


the Doctrine contained in the 


thanaſh an Creed to be true, impor- 
tant and warranted by Seripture: But 
he entirely evades the Queſtion, and 

appeals to the Works of the aint 
2 judicious Doctor aterland, Who; 
he informs us, hath ſo fully proud 
< if againſt t. all the Arts and Argus 
« ments that could be invented, that 


6 we are not at this time of Bay to 


«begin. anew,/and ſet forth our Ti- 
&« tle, If Aoi will be ftill:;fo- imper⸗ 


e tinent as to bring up agam, and 
&« endeavour. to put - off to the Pub- 
click all the ſtale and old Arguments, 
* which have been confuted over ani 
over, it is unreaſonable to expect, 


15 that the church ſhould be obli ow | 


&@ 7 attend them and confute hone 


© as often. as they pleaſe to be.confus 


6 Pet He alſo cites, Mark;:c.xv1. v. 1 6. 


6c to prove the damning Chauſes agrees 
able to REriGUrRo x} | 
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. be it from me to n 
> impeach any Article of the In, 
Which doth not evidently call 
Queſtion the Goodneſs of Gon. De. 
VMaterland and others may go on 
undiſturb'd by me in entangling 
themſelves in their IIluſtrationz, as 
this Author is pleas'd to phraſe It, 
p. 53, Ar. of the Doctrine of the 
Tremty. I am very well aſſared, that 
the Divine Eſſence is infinitely above 
. our COD; and that what He 
hath been pleas ent d to rell to us, 
tis our Duty to believe, though 
our ſhallow Reaſon can .  conipre- 
hend it: But when Men, or the 
Church not ſatisfyd wich the Ex- 
preſſions under which it is reveal d, 
dr accquieſcing in the Words ot 
Scripture, will be drawing up Creeds, 
and take upon themſelves to ex: 
. interpret or illuſtrate, it i 
no Sin to doubt of fuch Explans- 
tion, Interpretation or Illuſtration, 
unlek it be a Sin to doubt of the 
14 1 | Sand 


CcHRTSTIA r. is 


Infallibility of the Church, and if it 


be ndt à Sin, then a Gov of infinite 
Goodneſs will, not condemn us, s for 
it. Fx 65% 

885 ITY me, TE tot be CT; 
you | to tepreſent before your 
4 moſt awfUI Scene, the Sener tic 100 
ment of the World, and a pious ant 
devout Chriſtian, whoſe Sad Life 
bacl been always 1 free from the Infec- 
tion of enormous and preſuniptuous 
Sins, preſenting himſelf at the Throne 
of Grace and petitioning for Mercy 
and Pad, not relying on his own 
Goodneſs, but on the Merits of his 
Saviour. Can you believe the Judge 
of the World will make him this ſevere 
Anſwer? Since you have not believed 
the Catholick Faith, as it is illuſtrated . 
in the Athanaſt an Creed, you ſhall pe- 
rifh everlaſtingly. How can we re- 
concile ſuch a Sentence with the Good- 
neſs and Mary of Gov! — 
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er. ECIALLY, i we 3 the 
Atbanaſ ban Creed, which ſurely, I may 
be allowed to ay, contains many Things 
of hard Digeſtion: A Creed which 
rather een than illuſtrates the 
Senſe of Scripture. To aſſert this to 
be the Chriſtian Doctrine is to ſuggeſt 
very hard Things of Chriſtianity: But 
ſurely nothing can be more contra- 
digory, not only to natural, but alſo 
to reveal d Religion, than the daraning 
Clauſes of the Athanaſcan Creed, which 
I will endeavour to ſhew from ſeveral 
Conſiderations: And firſt, from the 
ſeeming Contrariety petzen thoſe 
Clauſes and the fundamental Articles 
of Chriſtianity. 


4 Tu E Fundamental Article of 
Chriſtianity is, That CHRIS JESUS 
came into che World to redeem and 
fave Mankind. Hear our Saviouk's 
own Words; Jobn, ch. iii. ver. 16, 17. 
Go D ſo loved the 2 orld, that be gabe 
his onely begotten Son, that whoſoever be- 
e in Him ſtould nor periſh, but have 
cverlaſling 


CHRISTIANITY. ix 
| everlaſting Life; for Gon ſent not his 


Fon into the World. to condemn the World, 


but that the World through him might le 


ſaved. Hear alſo, what St. Paul ſays, 
1 Tem. ch. i. ver. 15. This xs a Haithſu 


Saying, and worthy of all Acceptation, That 


 Jesus CurisT came into the Morld to ſave 
Sinners. So if we turn our Eyes to 
thoſe Paſſages of the New Teſtament, 
which ſpeak of the laſt Judgment, we 
find the Enquiry at that Time will be 


about Works, not Catholick Faith, not 


Orthodoxy. Tis not , depart from me 


ye Fleraticks, but depart from me ye 


Wicked into everlaſting Fi tre: And ſurely, 


we muſt allow, that our Saviour 


JEs us CauxsT, who 1s appointed 


by Gop to be the Judge of the Quick 


and the Dead, knows the Proceedings 
of that Day TONY better, than the Ab- 
bot of Lerms, or ſuppoſed Author of 


the Arbunaſſan Creed. And as for thoſe 
Perſons who value themſelves upon 
their Orthodoxy, let them hear our 


SaviouRr's Words, Matthew, ch. vii. 
„ Not every one that 
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A Depuxen of (| > 
en Lonn, Lord, "hater 
into the King ado of Heaven: $ ' tut he that 
doth the WW; ul of my Father which t v5 in 
Heaven. Many. will ſay to me in tbat 
Day, , Lox, Lok p, have we not pro- 
0 in thy Name, and in thy Name 
caſt out Devils, and i m thy 7 dona 
many wonder 2 Works ; and then all I 
profeſs unto them, I never kucw you ; de- 
| * jrew me ye ' that work Imquty. 


How very 3 Chin all this 
is the Athanaſian Creed? Whoſocver 
will be ſaved before all Things (before 
good Works) it ig neceſſary that be 
bold the Catholick Faith, which Faith 
except every one (without Exception) 
do. keep. whole (that is all and every 
Part of it) and andefiled, without 
doubt, he ſhall periſh cverlaſtingly: (A 
mt; politive and dreadful Denuncia- 
tion!). Then after attempting to ex- 
plain the Doctrine of the Trinity, it 
adds, He that will be ſaved muſt thus 'S 
think of the Trinity. (And again at the 
Concluſion of the Creed) © This is the. 
Cat bo- 
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2 Feith, which exceps a Mon le. b 1 


lieve ainbfull, he cannot ” Javed. 


"I AM very 3 to * to the "TA 


has of Diſputants about the Article of 


the Church relating to a Trinity in 


Unity, a Subject far too deep for hu- 
man Reaſon 'to fathom: However, 

thus much, Truth obliges me to ay, 
that in Scripture we read of many fi- 


urative or allegorical Expreſſions, 


metimes more particularly applicable 


to the Age or Genius of the Perſons 
to whom ſuch Diſcourſe was more im- 


mediately directed, and ſometimes a+ 


dapted to the Weakneſs of the Under 
ny . of Mankind in general; for, 


whilſt the Soul is here entombed with- 


in its Tabernaele of organized Clay, it 
receives the Foundation of all its Know= 
ledge from certain Impreſſions made 


upon the Nerves by external Objects. 


Thus by the Eye we can diſcern no- 


thing but what is material, and even 


ſo groſs as to reflect Light, and there- _ 


by to Tu: to the ar the Shapes and 


Colours 


4 benen * 


. of Things, and yet the ak 
is the nobleſt of all ourSenſes: Hence 
it appears, that we can no more con- 
ceive an adequate Idea of the Nature 
of a ſpiritual Subſtance, than a Man 
who is born blind can of Light and 


Colours: But for Perſons, who arro- 


gantly aſſume to themſelves the Title 
of Free-Thinkers, to argue from 
hence, that there is no ſuch Thing as 
2 ſpiritual Subſtance,» is more abſurd, 
than for a Man born blind to argue 
that there is no ſuch Thing as Light 
and Colours, becauſe the poor blind 
Man hath only the concurrent Teſti- 
mony of others to convince. him; 
. Whereas the Free-thinker hath his own 
Soul to be a Witneſs againſt him, an 
immaterial thinking; Subſtance within 
him, which though it receives its firſt 
Notices of Things from without, yet 
it hath a Power of abſtracting, com- 
paring, multiplying, or dividing Ob- 
jects offered to it through the Senſes, 
and from ſuch ſmall Beginnings, by 


this 
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this its Faculty of reaſoning, arrives 
at many and great Tratls.:: ir „„ 


IX Compliance to this Deſedt of 
our Underſtanding the Scripture re- 
preſents Things to us under figurative 
Expreſſions. . Thus we read in Scrip- 
ture of the Bleſſed i in Heaven fitting 
on Thrones and poſſeſſing Crowns 
and Kingdoms, ſuch Things being 
moſt likely to affect us — but the Af 
true Joys of Heaven are not ſuch mean 
Things as theſe, but ſuch Things as 
Eye Sf not ſeen, nor Ear heard, 
neither bath it enter Pd into the Heart 
of Man to conceive: And as the Things 
of another Life are beyond our Con- 
ception, much more the great Author 
of all Things; therefore, though we 
often find in Scripture. ſuch Expreſ 
ſions as theſe, With thy own Right» 
band and thy. Bol) Arm haſt Tr 
gotten Thy ſelf the Viclory; in Thy 2» 
Book were. all my Members written, 
which Day by Day were faſhioned, 
when as yet there was none of them; 
E. 
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yet 8 no one ever eee 
Jo groſs an. Idea of the Atmienty, 

as to ſuppoſe 5 was faſhioned like a 

Man with Bje Hands and Arms like 
unto one 7 ; or that he was em- 
Ployed as a a Secretary i in noting down 
in a Book the Wee Here be- 
low. 


Bur one of the moſt remarkable 
Enpreſlicns of this Kind is, Mattheaw, 
cb. xxvi. ver. 26, 27, 28. Jxsvs 
took Bread and Bleſſed it, and brake it, 
aud gave it to the Diſc rhles, and ſaid 
take cat, This is my Body; and be took 
the Cup ad gave Thanks, and gave it 
to them, ſaymg, Drink ye off of tt, for 
This is my Blood of the New Telta- 
ment, which is fhed for many, for 
the Renuſſion of Sins. So, Fobn, ch. vi. 
wer. 53, 54, 55, 56: Lech, verily, 1 
fay unto You, except Xe eat the Flefh 
F tbe Sun of Man, and. drink his Blood. 
Ze have no Life in Nou:  Whofo euer 
my Fleſh and drmketh my Blood hath 
— Life, and I ill raiſe » 
the 
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"a laſt Day, for my Fleſh. is Meat in- 
deed, and my Bl + 1 Drink indeed, he 
| that cateth my Fleſh and drinteth my 
Blood dwelleth in me, and I in bim. 
But yet our Church doth not ſuppoſe, 
or require us to believe, that in the 
Sacrament of the Loxv's Supper the 
Bread and Wine is actually tranſub- 
ſtantiated into Fleſh and Blood, into 
the very Body and Blood of nn IST, 
but underſtands theſe Words only in 
a figurative Senſe, vix. As our Bodies 
are ſtrengthened and refreſhed by the 
Bread and Wine, ſo are our Souls 
ſtrengthened and refreſhed by the 
faithful receiving of the Sacrament of 


the Loxps Supper. Again, our 


SaviouR, John, ch. x. ver. 30. ſpeaks 
thus of Himſelf, Land my Father are 
One. And Fon, ch. xiv. ver. 10, II. 
ſpeaking to Philip, thus exprelſeth 


Himſelf, Belicve/t thou not, that I am in 


the FATHER, and the Far MN mn 
me; the W. ords that 1 ſpeak unto you, 
4 ſpeak not of my ſelf, but the F A- 
THER that dwellcth in me, be doth 


js the 


PP 


the Werks: Believe me, that I am in 


the FATHER, and the FATHER in 


me. After he had ended his Diſ- 
courſe, and which was the laſt He 
made to his Diſciples before his Cru- 
cifixion, He concludes all in a Prayer 
to Gop for their Preſervation. 7obn, 
ch. xvii. ver. 11. Holy FaTHER keep 
through thme own Name thoſe whom 
T hou haſt given Me, that they may be 
One, as We are. And ver. 20, 21, 
22, 23. Meither pray I for theſe alone, 
but for them alſo, which ſhall believe on 

Me thro their Word, that they all may 
be One, as Thou FAT HER art in Me, 
aud I in Thee, that they alſo may be One 
in Us, that the World may believe, that 
T kou haſt ſent Me; and the Glory whnch 
Thou gaveſt Me, I have given them, 
that they may be One, even as We are 
One, I in them, and Thou in Me, that 
they may be made perfect in One, and 
that the World may know that Thou haſt 
ſent Mc. Which being our Savi- 
OUR s own Words, and ſpoken at 
the ſame Time, are a much better 


and 
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and plainer Comment upon the pre- 
cedent Words, than whole Volumes 


of the Works of St. Athanaſms, dt. 
Hillary, or any other Saint, ancient or 
modern. | 1 


Bur admitting not only the Ar- 
ticle it ſelf, but every Illuſtration of it | 
(as tis called) in the Athanaſian Creed. 
to be true, yet I ſhall endeavour to 
prove from theſe further following 
Conſiderations, that the damning - 
Clauſes wancainad in that Creed are ſo 
far from being agreeable to Scriptare, 
that they are repugnant thereto, and 
conſequently the impoſing them upon 
the Clergy as their real Belief, is a 
cruel and unwarrantable Impoſition, 


' tending to Mo Bs and In 


2. Har a true and faithſul Belief 
of the Doctrine contained in the Atha- 
naſian Creed been abſolutely neceſſary to 

Salvation; had any Doubt or Miſtake 
therein been of that dreadful Impor- 


tance, our bleſſed Saviour Himſelf 
Tar D 2 . wa 


would moſt certainly have ie 
us in the ſame, as far as our Nature 
was capable of. apprehending it, and 
informed us of our Danger. He, 
who compoſed a Prayer for the Uſe 
of his Diſciples, would moſt aſſured- 
ly have compoſed alſo a Creed for their 
Benefit, if any Deviation from the 
true Faith had been of that fatal Con- 
ſequence. To ſay otherwiſe, is either 
to ſay he could not, or he mould not: 
The firſt ſuppoſes 'the Son of Gop, 
notwithſtanding his declaring Himſ elf 
to be the Way, the Truth ard the 
Life, not able to inſtruct us in the 
true Way to eternal Life, ſo well as 
an Abbot of Lerins; the other, if 
poſſible, is worſe, for, that ſuppoſes 
Him to forget he Buknela he came to 
finiſh, viz. to ſave Mankind, and to 
inſtru us in all Things neceſſary for 
our Belief and Practice. Tis not ſuf- 
ficient, that this Author himſelf, and 
his lated Friend can, by the Acute- 
neſs of their great Underſtanding, de- 
duce the ſeveral Anticles of the Atha- 


Tn naſian 
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an Creed Con dan pee for Fee 
the bleſſed Is us died upon the Croſs 
to redeem all Mankind, the Terms of 
Salvation ought to be obvious to all, 


to the meaneſt Capacities, to every 
One who hath a Soul to be ſaved. 


5 
5 1 have the Apoſtles 
of our Saviour inſtructed us in. the 
Articles of the Atbanaſian Creed: 
So far were they from inſtructing 
us, that it appears they themſelves 
were not acquainted with the Phraſe 
of THREE PERSONS and ONE: Gon, 
as appears by an une xceptionablè 
Authority, this Author himſelf, who, 
P. 49, thus informs us: * When Sa- 
5 1 Praxeas and Noetus rais' d Diſ- 
<< putes againſt the Church of CnRISsT, 
* and charged the Catholicks with 
* THREE Gods, the Terms; Perſons 
< and Seb lande came into Vſe, and 
e the Diſtinction was expreſſed by 
** Perſons, and the Unity by Sub- 
© ftance; and the Anſwer of the 
$  Catholicks was, that theys did not 


* profeſs 


— en — » 


30 A DerencE of 
GC. profeſs Two Gops, Or THREE Cob; 
«© but one Gor cud TWO Prxsons, 
«< or THREE PERSONS: And yet #" i 
terwards, 5. 75, © He acknowledges 
& that if an Angel from Heaven 
“ preach any Doctrine to us, which 
0 was not preached by * and 
“ his Apoſtles, we ought to reje& 
© it. But it muſt be remembred, 
that though the. very Words of * 
TRINIr Y in UniTY, or THREE PER- 
sons and NE Gop are not to be 
found in Scripture, yet we are aſ- 
ſured by the Divines of our Church, 
that this Doctrine is the plain and ob. | 
vious: Meaning of Sacred Writ, and 
that there are many Texts in Seripture, 
which neceſſarily prove it, and which 
can't, without the al Violence, 
be interpreted 1 in any other Senſe : ha 
be it ſo, I will much ſooner: admit 
not only that Article, but the further 
=. Explanations hats in the Athanaſian 
Creed, than preſume to engage in a 
Diſpute about the Divine Eſſence, who 
15 unſearchable: What 1 m for 
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is, that . every individiat? we 


ticle of the Athanaſtan Creed be true, 
yet to ſay, every one, without doubt, 
ſhall periſh Everhſtingly, Who doth 
not believe it, is repugnant to Scrip- 
ture; becauſe it can't be thought, but 


that = the eternal Salvation of Man- 


kind had depended upon the true Be- 
lief of it, our LORD Himſelf and 


Bis Diſciples, who were taught all 


Things, and guided into all Truth by 
the Ho Lr SPIRIT, Joln, ch. xiv. ver. 
26, would, in the moſt plain and 

atio Terms, and in the moſt fore ble 
Expreſſions, have often and publickly 
proclaim'd it. Or will the Atbanaſian 
affirm, that the ſame Faith which was 
ſufficient to bring Men to Heaven in 
the Days of the Apoſtles is not ſuffi- 
cient now? Can it be ſuppoſed, that 
the great Gop would ever ſuffer a 


Truth of that momentous Nature to 


be left under any Obſcurity? Or will 
You dare to ſay, it was not in his 
Power to make a plainer Revelation 
e it, than what he hath been 

Pleaſed 
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pleaſed to make? With what Indig- 


nity: doth an Athanaſtan treat our bleſ- 


Ted Saviour! He ſuppoſes that His 


Doctrine in Matters of the higheſt 
Conſequence, even where the Ever- 
laſting Salvation of all Mankind is con- 


cerned, wants to be explained and il- 
luſtrated by an obſcure Monk! 


Doc rox Faterland, in his Impor- 
tance of the Trinity, p. 167, hath 
quoted a beautiful Paſſage out of Sal- 
van, which I ſhall beg Leave to 
tranſcribe: © They are Hereticks 
but do not know that they are ſo; 


they are Hereticks in our Judgment, 


“% not ſo in their own, for they e- 
“ fteem themſelves ſuch good Catho- 
© licks, that they even throw upon 
us the infamous Charge of Hereſy: 
“Such therefore as they are to us, 
Ve are to them: We know aſſured- 
ly that they are injurious to the 
© Divine Generation of the Sox in 
making Him inferior to the F A- 
THER; They on the other Hand 

| think 
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6 think u us i njurious to the FAT HER 
4 in believing Them both Equal: 
cc Truth is on our Side, yet they 
&« think it on theirs, though they 
c have not the right Faith, yet the 
e think they have.“ "How: they Fes 
be puniſhed at the Day of Jos 


for this their Error of falſe Perl phe | 


. 
„ * 
* 


r ack) our Sr ER 
ſelf” nor yet his Diſci ples had'thought 
proper to draw up a Creed for our 
Inſtruction, yet if the Church Ar- 
ticle of the TXMIr r had been ſô àbſO- 
lutely neceſſary to Salvation, moſt af. 
ſuredly the bleſſed JEsus would ne- 
ver have made uſe of any Expreſſions, 
whoſe natural Senſe might induce us 
to doubt even of that Article itſelf ; 
and yet we find him telling the Sg, 
Jobn, ch. v. ver. 19, 20; Perily, ve- 
raly, I fay unto Yon, the 80 N can do 
nothing of Him ſelf, "Pit what He ſees 
the Father do: For, what Things %. 
ever He doth, theſe La doth the S oN 
lite un ſe; 


Will, 


1 „ 4 Dinkvncn "I 


2 R; . for, the Father loveth the 5 


0 and 4 7 555 all T kings that Hm- 


ſelf doth: And, ver. 26, 27, For as 
the: Father hath Life i 2 El, If, even 


1 hath. He given to the SoN to have 


Life to Him ſelf, and hath given Him 


Aut bori ty to execute Judgment alſo : ; 


And, ver. 30, I can of my own ſelf do 


nothing, as [ / I judge, and my Fudg- 


ment 1s juſt, becauſe 1 ſeck not my 0wn 
y 64 the Will of my Father which 


bath fe nt me. DO, 71 =” ch. xili. ver. 
32, Speaking of the general Judg- 


ment: Bu of that Day, and that Hour 


knoweth no Man, no, not the Angels, 
which are m Heaven, "taker the SON, 


but the FaTHER, Alſo, John, ch. xiv. 


ver. 28, After ſpeaking to his Diſci- 


ples of his Aſcenſion ; If. you loved 
Me you would rejoice, becauſe I. faid I 


0 to my FATHER, for my FATHER 
15 greater than J. From ſuch Expreſ- 


ſions as theſe, may we not be allow- 


ed to doubt of 2 Co- equal and Co- 


eternal Tzmirty, and to believe with 
It. Ty 1 Col. ch. i i. ver. 15, That 


JEsus 


wy = 


wy 


rightly the Catholick Fait 
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JesUs CRRISsT ig the Image of the 
muſible Gop, the Firſt born of every 
Creature; and if it be not a Sin to 
doubt of the Truth of the Article it 
ſelf, can it be a Sin to doubt of the 
fovenid Explications thereof, which are 
ſet forth in the Athanaſtan Cried Can 


it be ſuch a Sin as to exclude us 8 


all Hopes of being ſaved? Muſt we, 
for believing our Sa viovx's own 
Words, that his FAT HER 1s N 


than Him, periſh everlaſtingly.? Had 
the Rat Salvation of Mankind de- 


57 5 upon their belieying aright; 


ad an erroneous Faith been attend- 
ed with that dreadful Conſequence; 
it will be difficult to reconciſe theſt 
Expreſſions of our Saviour with the 
gracious Intent of his Coming ; "had 
this really been the Caſe I can't per- 


| ſuade my ſelf, that the bleſſed IE SUS 
would ever have made uſe of Parables 


or figurative Expreſſions; had it been 
above all Things neceſſary to believe 
4 that Faith 

had been as evident, as the Obli gations 
E 2 of 


1 


of moral Good N Evil, gs we 


might as well have confounded uni- 


verlal Benevolence with Murder, as 
N * about Ort hodoxy and 


ka, Y- 


In the Courſe of this 1 1 17 5 1 
have induſtriouſly avoided uſing the 
Word Reaſon, that I might give no 


Offence to my Brethren, the Athana- 
dans; for, 18 Nothing ſhocks an 


; Athandſti fan 10 much, as talking of hu- 


man Reaſon : He ſtarts at the very 
Sound, and muſters up all his Forces 


to conjure down the evil Spirit; and 


yet it 1s certain, whether he will ac- 
owledge it or not, that we derive 
both Reaſon and Revelation from the 
ſame Divine Fountain: God is the 
Author of both. He, by whoſe In- 


ſpiration the Scriptures were written, 


to Him we are indebted for our Rea- 
fon: Even Chriſtianity itſelf is found- 
ed upon the due Uſe of our Reaſon; 
for, if Reaſon muſt be entirely exclud- 
| ed, Why am I bounty to embrace the 
Chriſtian 


L 
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_ Chriſtian Religion, rather than Mahe- 
metaniſm, or any other? You ſay, 
becauſe Chriſtianity 1 is revealed by Gow, 
and the Other is an Impoſture; but 
how ſhall I know That, except hy 
having Recourſe to my Reaſon, | 0. 
examining the Strength of the Evi- 
dence upon which it is founded ? Tis 
by our Reaſon, that we are-qualified 
to adore the great Author of the Uni- 
verſe: So the ALMIGHTY, in Serip- 
ture, frequently appeals to the Reaſon 
of. Mankind; therefore though. it 
may paſs for. Aa Sally of Zeal, tis 
mere Enthuſiaſm to build Revelation 
on the Ruins of Reaſon, and is the 
greateſt Affront, that can be offered 
to Chriſtianity to ſuppoſe, that it con- 
tains any Thing, which can't bear the 
Teſt of 1 3 becauſe. ſuch à Per- 
ſuaſion places it upon a Level with 
Impoſtures and falſe Religions. But 
not to, engage further in this Diſpute, 
ſince it appears by the aforeſaid-Texts, 
that the Athanaſtan Creed is ſeemingly 
inconfiſtent both with Revelation and 
RE 


— 


Pp. the ONE a 


W- * Deraxce of - 


| Reaſon, it will be incumbent for * 


Teachers of the Atbanaſſan Doctrine, 
not only to debar us of the Uſe of 
Reaſon, but, with their Brethren on 


the other” Side of the Water, to lock 


2 5 


Bur adecitting chile, oY” ma any 


fach like Texts of Scripture, are ca- 
pable of a different Conſtruction; ; ad- 


mitting that learned Metaphyſicians 
can, by their Subtleties, confound our 
Underſtandings, and prove greater 
and equal to ſignify the fame; or that 
it is no Contradiction to aſſert. that the 
Effect may be Co- eternal and Co-e qual 
with the Cauſe, yet ſince the Fate of 
all Mankind is by this Creed ſuppoſed 
to depend on the true Faith, the 
true Faith ought to be intelligible to 
all. The contrary Suppoſition reflects 
on the Juſtice of the Armicury, 
and bears very hard on the Character 
of our SAVIOUR, 2s if the Rule he 


hath given us in Matters of the higheſt 
Importance is ſo obſcure, that none 


but 
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but very learned Men can underſtand 
his Meaning, and wanted further Ex- 
planation. And is not this the im- 
pious Language of the Athanaſtan ? 
Gop made his Work for. Man to mend! 
Is not this the Language of this Au- 
thor? whole. only Argument for the 
retaining this Creed is, becauſe nei- 
ther the Scripture itſell, nor the A+ 
poſtles, nor yet the Nitene Creed are 
ſufficient to preſ erve us from Hereſy. 
P. 120, Wc. This Creed alone, he 
* Hays, is the only ſure Guard: of the 
0 fundamental Articles of Chriſtianity 
<« and as to the damning Clauſes, he 
64 aflerts, that they are karen. of - 
* Scripture, and that they are the 
Words of our Loxp Himſelf.” Mark, 
ch. XV1. ver. 1.6, He that believeth not 
ſhall te damned, which being a Text of 
dreadful Sound, it deſerves our moſt 
ſerious unsre Therefore J intreat 
your Patience whilſt I endeavour. to 
explain the true Meaning of this Paſ- 
age of Aue 


en 


. ; a 
” . * * . "oy * , 
75 9 8 N 1 F 


— - a 
2 —— ——— — wa thy — 


: = 
7,» ng > th en. 
< * — y 'y 


" D&##xcz of 
bs "Th * Reader will turn his 270 


to this Chapter of St. en "he will 
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Belicveth not ſhall be Damned; and theſe 
Sons ſhall follow them that Believe: In 
my Name ſhall they caſt out Devils, 
155 ſhall ſpeak. 2 new. 'Tongies, | 
they, ſhall take up Serpents, and if they 
Drin any deadly T hmg it ſhall not 


EY 


{Mi E N We Have. once imbibed an 


reject Whatever makes againſt it: 
From hence it becomes ſo exceeding 
difficult to lay aſide a favourite O- 


pinion, though never ſo erroneous: 
This is moſt evident in Diſputes 


*4 amon gſt 


ad 1 ſh unto- alin; Gs e ag 
4 the World and preach the "Goſpel 
to every Creature; be that Beheveth and 
10. Baptized ſhall be Saved; and he that 


hurt them, they "al la Hands on the 
, * the Saal — n 


Opinion, we are apt to Treaſure up 
in our Memories every Incident 
which ſerves to confirm it, and to 


amongft Chriſtians. How is this Senſe 
of Scripture ſtrain'd and perverted 
to ſerve their ſeveral Purpoſes? Thus, 


this Author may as eaſily prove from 


this Paſſage of Scripture, that all 
Perſons, who are now living ſhall 
be damned, as thoſe whom he is 
pleaſed to call Hereticks; for the 
Words are very expreſs, And wit h- 
3 any Exception: He that believeth 


not ſhall be damned; and theſe Si gns 


hall follow them EY believe, in 


my Name, they ſhall caſt out Devils, 
they ſhall ſpeak with new Tongues, 


they ſhall take "op Serpents, and if they 


Dan. any deadly Tbing it ſhall not 
hurt them, they ſhall lay Hands on the 
Szck and they ſhall recover. Thus we ſee 
what mighty Power ſhall attend on 


thoſe who believe, and on the other 
band, if all muſt be damned who can't 


caſt oe Devils, heal the Sick, and 


do other ſuch mighty Works; Who 


then can be faved? Was it for this, 


that JEsUs CHRIST died on the- 
Croſs? Was this his laſt Legacy to 
F Mankind? 
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Mankind For, we read, that — | 
ſo fad, He aſcended into Heaven, 


What — 55 become of thoſe affectionate 
Terms of Sav OUR „and REDEEMER, 

and ME DIATOR 33 Gop _ 
Man? I humbly ho e, this can ne- 
ver be the Fate * all Mankind; 

and perſuade myſelf, that a, RE 
be the Meaning | of this Paſſage of 
Scripture, it can't be, that all who 
are not favoured. p40 a Power of 
working Miracles ſhall be doom'd to 
eternal Damnation. 5 


IN the next Place I hope to make 


it appear, that theſe Words, He that 
belreveth not ſhall be Danmed, are not 
only agreeable with the exact Rules 
of Juſtice, but proceed from great 
Goodneſs; and for which we ought 
to be extremely thankful; though if 
I ſhould fail in proving 1 Points 
to the Satisfaction of unprejudiced 
Perſons, it will not from thence fol- 
low, that all who doubt of the Atha- 
a * Creed are Damned; for, tho 


1 ſhould 
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B fhould appear to be in the Wrong, 
in my Interpretation of them, it is 
not a Conlequence, that therefore 
this Author is in the Right in his, 


lince the Error may be various. 


AN D he faid unto them, Go ye 


into all the World and preach the 
Goſpel unto every b Goſpel 
is a Word of Saxon Original, the 
Greek Word is waſyiduer which im- 


ports good News or good Tidings, 


and hence, thoſe Who have wrote the 


Hiftory of the Birth, Life, Actions 


Pre, Promiſes, Death, Reſur- 


rection and Aſcenſion of JEsUS 


CnRISsT are called Evangeliſts, as 


being Authors of good Tidings of 
great Joy to all Chriſtians. The 


Goſpel is indeed a good Word in 


the higheſt and moſt comfortable 
Senſe, containing good Tidings of 


great Joy to all devout and pious 


Chriſtians, even an eternal Life of 


Happineſs in Heaven, through the 
Merits of JESUS Can T our SA 
F 2 VIouR 


. F 


_ . . 
_ 
_-_ 


tioux and REDEEMER. This: — 
miſſion, this Command did our 


A ann Ws 


þ 


LORD £54 SAVIOUR enjoin his. 
Diſciples uſt before his Aſcenſion. 
into Heaven, and leſt there. ſhould. 
be in any 4 them an evil Heart of 
Unbelief, be added the following | 
Words; He that believeth. and ts bap- 


tixed ſhall be ſaved, and he that e 
eth not Patt be. dannedd. 


Tu E Apoſtles e were 2 


ſtrongly prejudiced in Fayour of that 


general Opinion of the Jeu, that 
the pronus d Maſſab was to be a 
mighty Temporal Prince, who ſhould 
deliver them from the Roman. Power, 
and out of the Hands of all their 
Enemies, and reſtore the Kingdom 


unto Tjradl; that they could not re- 


liſh our Saviour's own Diſcodrſes 
of his Sufferings and Death. Matt. 
ch. xvi. v. 21, 22, From that time 
forth began IE SUS to ſhew. into his 


Diſc iples. how that he muſt go unte 


e and ſuffer may thmgs of the 


. __ Elders 


* 
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bb Elders, and Chief Prieſts. and Kribeg, | 
and te kalled, and be raiſed again the 
third. Day. "Th: Peter took. him and 
Beg an to gu him; ſching: Be it 
3 7 Thee, Loy; This. ſhall not 
happen to Thee... A crucified; Meſſiab 
Was A ſtumbling Block to them as 
well as to the reſt of the Jews. 
And when theſe Things were actu- 
ally accompliſhed ; when they faw; 
him hanging upon the . Croſs, his 
E + Hands and Feet nailed thereto; when 
they heard him groan; and when 
2 they ſaw him expire, no Wonder 
then that their Hearts faild them. 
Thus we find two of them talking 
together about what had juſt hap- 
pen d. Lake, ch. xxiv. v. 15, Ge. 
And it came to paſs that. while they 
communed together and reaſoned, JESUS 
CHRIST drew, ncar, and went N 
them, but their Eyes were holden, 
that they did not know him; and he 
ſad unto: them; what manner of Com- 
munications are theſe, that you have 


0% 20 another, as J. walk and are *M g 


46 ADtrenceof © 
And one of them, whoſe Name was 
Cleopas, ſazd unto him; art thou only 
a Stranger in Jeruſalem, and haſt not 
known the Things, which are come to 
paſ there in theſe Days? And he. 
ſaid unto them, what Things? And 
. they ſaid untoſ him, concerning IE Sus 
of Nazareth, who was a Prophet 
mighty in Deed and Word before Gon wo 
and all the People; and how the 
Chief Prieſts and our Rulers delivered 
Him to be condemned to Death, and 
have crucified him ; but we truſted, that 
it had been He, who ſhould have re- 
_ deemed Iſrael. 5 + 


Many other Paſſages of Scripture 
might be produc'd to prove this Dif- 
fidency even of the Apoſtles them- 
ſelves. Permit me to mention one 
more: Our Saviour had at diverſe 
Times ſhewn himſelf to his Diſci- 
ples after his Crucifixion : But more 
remarkably, at one Time, when they 
were all aſſembled together, JESUS 
 - flood in the midſt of them, and 
| 8 255 fan: WW 


PTE? ; . 
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* 


CHRISTIANITY. 47 


fid unto them, Peace be unto. ye: 
But they were terrifyed and affright- 58 
ed, and ſupposd they had ſeen a 
Spirit: And he ſaid unto: them, 
Why are you troubled, and why. 40 
Thoughts ariſè in your Hearts? Behold 
my Hands 2 my F. en, that it 15 * 
Myſelf, handle me and ſee, for, a 
S 9k not Fleſh and 525 fir, You 
ſee me have, and at length he con- 
vinced them, that it was He himſelf. 
But as St. John tells us, ch. Xx. v. 24, 
Thomas one of” the Twelve Wa. not 
with them when JIEs us came: The. 
other Diſciples therefore ſaid unto Tho- 
mas, we have ſeen the Loxp; but 
he aid unto them, except 1 ſhall ſee. 
in bus Hands the Print of 706 Mails, 
and put my Finger into the Print of 
the Nails, and thrust my Hand into 
his Side, 7 wull not believe: And af- 
ter cight Days the Diſciples being a- 
gain aſſembled, and Thomas with them, 
came JEsUs and flood in the mid}, | 
and ſazd Peace be unto you; then ſard. 
He unto Thomas reach hit her th by Fin- 


ger | 


i 'FENCE * 
we and why my Hands, and reach bi- 
ther thy Hand and brut it into my 
Side and be not fautbleſs, but believ- 
ing; and Thomas an fevered and fard 
unto him, my LoxD: an my Gop: 
IEsus faith unto him, Thomas, be- 
cauſe thou haſt ſeen me, thou ball Be 
hieved, Heſſed are they that Fer nor 
. and Ja Dave bel #eved,. 4 


ITI 1s Difidenice of the Apoſtles | 
to believe our S AVvIOU Rs Reſurrec- 
tion is a very forcible Argument for 
the Proof of that grand Article of 
our Chriſtian Faith; but to fix their 
Attention in the ſtrongeſt l Manner, 
and leſt the Witneſſes, or any of them, 
ſhould (out of Fear 'of Perſecution ) 
after his Aſcenſion into Heaven, and 
when the Evidence of Senſe 2000 ; no 
longer be had, preſume to diſown or 
deny it, Which would have invali- 
dated the Teſtimony of the other 
Witneſſes, and given the Enemies of 
our Holy Religion a great Advantage, 

Our gracious LORD was pleaſed to 
intermix 
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intermix Threatnings with his Pro- 
miſes. Mark, ch. xvi. ver. 15, Sc. 
He upbraided Thaw with thar Unbdief 
and Hardneſs of Heart, becauſe they 


beheved not them, ih had ſcen od "8 


after he was And he ſaid unto 

: r "uf Go ye = all the oma and 
| preach the Goſpel to every Creature, be 
that belicveth and 1s baptized ſhall be 
ſaved, and he that believeth not ſhall be 
damned: But then to encourage them 
in their Duty, and that they might 
not be deterred by the Terrors of the 
World, He gives them this comfort- 
able Aſfarance : Theſe Signs ſhall fol- 
low Them that believe; m my Name 
they ſhall caſt out Devils, "they ſhall ſpeak 
with new Tongues, they ſhall take up 

| Serpents, and 7 they drink any deadly 
Thing it ſhall not hurt them, they ſhall 
lay Hand on ou Sick and ihe full re- 


Cover. 


IN DEEP, if we n the ſevere 
Perſecutions, cruel Crucifixions and 
: r in 2 of Shapes, which 

G attended 
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artended the Promulgation "I "—_ 
Goſpel, - we muſt wonder how Fleſh 


and Blood was able to ſupport it ſelf! 


Read St. Paul's Account of his Suffer- 
ings, ſome Time before his laſt Trial, 


2 Cor. ch. xi. ver. 24, of the Jews foe 


Temes recerved 1 forty Stripes ſave one, 


thrice was I beaten with Rods, once 1 557 


I fimed, thrice 1 ſaffered Shipwreck, a 4 


Night and d Day have I been in the Deep, 


in Fourneying often, in Perils of Water, 


m Perils by my own Countrymen, mn Po- 


vil by the Heathen, in Perils in the City, | 
an Perils in the Wilderneſs, in Perils in 


the Sea, in Perils amongſt falſe Brethren, 
an WH, carineſs and Painfulneſs, in 77 arch 


inge often, in Hunger and Thirſt, in 
Faſimgs fen, in Cold and Nakedneſs ; 5 
and beſides thoſe Things which are with- - 


out, that which comes upon me daily, the 
Cars of the Churches. Who is wenk and 
J am not weak? Wi bo 1 1s offended and 


1 burn not © 


* was of the e G 
to — that every one of the 


Witneſſes 


» 4 


Dodtrine, and hs agreeable to Ju- 
852 


CHRISTIANIT Y. 1 
Witneſſes ſhould, if call'd upon, at- 


teſt the Truth thereof with their 
Blood. Had they pleaded human In- 


firmities, drawn- back at the Sight of 
Death, and, to ſave their own Lives, 
8 the ReſurreQion, with what 4 


plauſible Objection would this have 


furniſh'd the Deiſt? Then, inſtead 

of charging the Chriſtian Religion 1 
with harſh and unintelligible Doctrines, 
it had been a more ſpecious Pretence, 


that ſome of them denied that main | 
Article of Chriſtianity, when they were 


examined before the Council, and faid 
| his Diſciples came, by Night, and ſtole 


away his Body, whilf the Guard was 
aſleep. Permit me, therefore, to fay it 
was great Goodneſs to us, 'who live 
in theſe diſtant Ages, that the Truth 


of the Reſurrection was thus ſtrongly 


guarded; and as to the Witneſſes 


5 themſelves , they were highly favour'd; 


their Eyes wy Senſes were bleſſed with oh 
the Preſence and Miracles of the great 
Meſſiah; and 'tis both the Chriſtian 


ſtice, 


8 i 125 DEFENCE T 
ſtice, that to cubomſocver much is given, 
of him ſhall much be required. St. Paul, 
tis true, was a Stranger to the Per- 
ſon of. our SAVIOUR, when upon 
Earth, and therefore the Method 
taken for. the Converſion of that Cho- 
ſen Veſſel was moſt miraculous. To 
the reſt of the Diſciples the Appear- 
ance of our SAVIOUR, after his Re- 
ſurrection, was exactly the fame as be- 
fore his Crucifixion, when he lived 
amongſt them, even that of their old 


Maſter and Friend, only bearing in 


his Feet and Bonds the Prints of the 
Nails, and the Gaſh made in his Body 
by the Spear. Had his Appearance 
been with Splendor and Glory, the 


Diſciples — not have been per- 


ſuaded that it was the ſame JESUS 
they had ſo often convers'd with, but 
would have thought they ſaw an Ap- 
parition. On the other Hand, St. 
Pau! was never acquainted with the 
meek and innocent Jesvs. That young 


Man was brought up in the ſtrict Sect 


of the Phariſees, and was ſo very 


zealous 
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205 ** towards the] 1 . of a Jews, Wl 
that he perſecuted the Chriſtians eben 
to Death. When, as he was travel- 
ling to Damaſcus with a Commiſſion - 
from the High Prieft to bring all ſuch, 
as he found there, who-call'd upon 
tte Name of Jesus, bound to Jeu. 
" {falem; On a Sudden there appeared in 
1 the Heavens a great Light, above the 
Brightneſs of the Sun at Noon-day, 
ſbining round him, and a Voice came from 
Heaven, ſaymsg, Saul, Saul, -w - 
 ſeauteſt Fa 12 To which Bo of 
ſwered, Ibo art Thou Lo RD And 
the Voice ſaid Jam Jtsus of Naza- 
reth, whom thou perſe x was Saul was 
ſtruck blind val the Glory of that 
Light, and continued in total Dark- 
4 þ neſs for three Days, and was then re- 
ſtored to his Sight by Miracle, Scales 
falling from his Eyes upon the Prayers 1 
of the devout Ananias. This wonder- 
ful Appearance muſt mightily ſtreng- 
then the Faith of all the Diſciples, they 
being hereby well aſſured, that the 
Loxp JEsus, whom they ſaw eru- 


cified, 


— 


* E einen 


_ cified, was not only riſen — the 
| Dead, but exalted a in the Hea- 


vens. | 


- Hay our Land Diſciples ill 


doubted ; How great had been their 


_ Infidelity! Moe unto thee 2 
Moe unio thee Bethſaida; for if the 


migbty Works, which were done in thae, | 
had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they . 
uud have repented lang ago in Suck 


cloth and Afhes: But Fg You, it 


ſhall be more tolerable far Tyre Ys 81i- 


don at the Day of Judgment, than for 
Xou. And thou Capernaum, whech 
art exalted up to Heaven, fball 2 braught 


down to Hell ; for if the mig zobty Works, 


which were done in thee,” | dad 3 done 

in Sodom, it would have remained un- 

til this Day: But I ſay unto You, it 
Hall be more tolerable for the Land of” 
Sodom at ' Fbe Day of Judgment, than 
for You. But thi Diſciples of our 


Loxp were fayour'd with a more con- th 


vincing Reaſon for their Faith i 


Laid, and Htrady Adherence thers- 


in, 


\ 


» 


\ 
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, than even all this, vix. They had 
. a Power of working Mi-. 
racles. Theſe Signs ſtall follow thoſe ..? 
that believe, 5 my Name ſhall they cat 

Devils, &c. Therefore only to 


thoſe ſelect Ages of Chriſtianity, when 
the Power of working Miracles con- 


tinued, are, I humbly preſume, theſe 
— Words ſtrictly applicable. 


„ * 5 notwithſtanding what hath 


a bem ſaid, it ſhould ſtill be inſiſted 


on, that "theſe Words, He that ze- 
liewerb not ſhall be danmed, "muſt be 


extended to all Perſons, in all Ages 


of the World, even in their moſt ſe- 


vere and fri Senſe, yet they will by 
no Means ſupport the Damning Clavſes | 


ot the 2. Creed. 


In interpreting the Scriptures we 
ought to obſerve the ſame Rale as is 
practiſed in the Interpretation of all 
Writings, vr. to read the whole Book 


throughour, at leaſt as much as any 
Ways dalle to the Paſſage in Diſpute; 


to, 


3 
* 
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tio conſider the general Scope and De- 
ſign of the Author, and to make an 
Manes for the Language, Nation, 
Age, * when wrote 
Ir. is . the moſt pied A 
ſequence to build Doctrines upon ſingle | 
Texts and Scraps of - Scripture, and 
to interpret. them in ſuch a Senſe: as 
to efface that Light of Reaſon, which 
it hath' pleaſed the ALmiGuTY to 
beſtow upon us, and to eradicate the 
| Notions of Good and Evil, and even 
to derogate from the unlimitted Good- 
neſs of Our Great CREATOR. 


\THr1s Author therefore, to prove 
this Text of Scripture to be any Au- 
thority in the preſent Queſtion, ought 
to ſhew that the chief Deſign of the 
Writers of the New Teflament was to 
eſtabliſh the Athanaſian Doctrine; at 
leaſt, t hat the precedent Diſcourſe re- 
lated to it; but when it appears to 
be the very Newerisz when the Athana- 
ſian Creed was not compoſed till ſome 
37 Hundreds 
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Hundreds of Vears aſter the Death of 
Our Sa viO ux, nor the Doctrines ſum- 
med up therein known in the Church, 
till a Eh Number of Years after, 26d 
When the precedent Diſcourſe related 
to our SAviouR's Reſurrection, and 
what He blamed his Diſciples for, was 
their great Infidelity in not believing 
Thoſe, who had ſeen him after He. was 
riſen. Since this appears. to be: the 
Caſe, then to cite this Text to prove 
the Athanafran Creed, is as foreign to 
the Purpoſe, as to cite it to prove the 
Infalliblity of the Pope. But the Truth 
of this Matter is, Men firſt advance a 
Doctrine, and then torture Scripture 
for Texts to ſapport its | 


Wera it muſt be 1 
ledged, that notwithſtanding our 
Author's Aſſertion, p. 56, . 
to the damning Clauſes being found- 
ed on thoſe Words of our SAvIOUR; 

et, p. 12, bis Expreſſion is not ſo 
harſh ; and he there argyes thus: 
whe 8 not repugnant to the Word 
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"of: Gov, that Men Mall v0 eter- 
nally puniſhed for Unbelief in 


ww General, for rejecting the true and 
e right Faith, as taught in Scripture. 


is ſurely can never be affirmed, 
7 
NINE pronouncin g, that he that believeth 
je! 4 
c 
TS 
Se 


when We hear our LORD Himſelf | 


not ſhall be Damned. Tt is plainly 
then agreeable to Seripture, that 


he who rejects the true Faith in 
General, ſhall be puniſhed here- 


after. And, as a learned Author, 
Doctor Waterland) writes, as bb 
rejecting any Particular Beth! or 
Article of it, it muſt of Conſe- 
quence be a Sin againſt the Whole, 
againſt Peace and Truth, and 
therefore damnable in its own 


Nature, which is as much as to 
ſay, it is as damnable a Sin to 


doubt, whether CH R 1$T ever de- 


ſcended into Hell, becauſe it 1s 


a particular Article in the Creed, 
called the Apoſiles Crecd, as it is to 


deny, that CHRIST JIrsus is the 


©-50n + of Gov, tho' CunisrT Him- 


617 
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<a when hanging on the Orols, al-, 
. ſured the Penitent Thief that, TRE 
= Doy þ he ſhould be with Him in "Par. 
*<[e.” I am concern a learned 
Chriſtian ſhould {train Texts of Scrip- 
ture in this manner, for the Sake of 
condemning his Brethren, and intreat 
him carefully to peruſe the 14th 
Chapter of the Romans, and to re- 
member the Words of —— SAVIOUR, 
Judge not that you. be not judged ; $5 
denn not, and you ſhall not be condemned: 
with the ſame Mea ſurc as ye mete with- 


all, it ſhall be e to you ag ao ain. 


; Bur I muſt alſo admit, as 1 115 | 
Author doth not inſiſt upon our be- 
lieving every Thing, that is contained 
in the Atbanaſian Creed, on Pain of 
Damnation ; but ſays, cc That if we 
<< believe 1 5 main Article of the 
© Tamity, and the INCARNATION, * 
LOR ſufficient; and that no Streſs is to 
be laid; upon the ſeveral Explications 
thereof ſumm'd up in that Creed, 

P. 5 3. Aud he ſays farther, that the 


H 2 Learne 
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Learned and Judicious Doctor Wiater- 
land is of the fame Opinion. To 


| which, I will only make this Thor: 
Remark, That fince the A.. 
Creed requires our Belief of the Whole, 


as neceſſary to Salvation, for the Creed | 


begins thus, V boſocuer will be ſaved, 
before all Things 2c 15 neceſſary, that be 


hold the Catholck Faith, which Faith ex- 


cept Every one do keep whole and undefiled 
without Doubt he ſhall perifh Everlaſtingly. 
And then aſter particularly reciting the 
ſeveral Articles; it concludes 5 This is 
the Cat bolicꝶ Faith, © which except a Man 
Believe faithfully, "be cannot be ſaved. 
Whoſoever is of Opinion, that a Be- 
lief of the Whole is not neceſſary to 


Salvation, but that if a Man believes the 


main een of the TRIN ITV and 
Incarnation, he may be ſaved without 
believing all the Explications given us 


in that Creed, ſuch Perſon doth not | 


himſelf LUKES the Arhanaſian Creed : 
For, ſince it is evident, that the 
Whole! is more than the Part, if one 


thinks a Belief of Part ſufficient, and 


by | the 
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the other aſſerts, that a Belief of the 
Whole 1s neceſſary theſe Two Things 

are Inconſiſtent with one another; and 
then, if the Atbanaſian Creed de t he 


| Tauch-Stone of Hetely, ſuch Perſon is 
an Heretick. 


45 o admit, that this learned 
Author, to ſolve all Difficulties about 
the Danming Clauſes, tells us That 
they are not to be underſtood in a 

„ ſtrict Senſe,” p. 13, but that great 
% Allowances will be made for the Weak- 
„% neſs, Ignorance or Prejudices of 
Mankind; And I muſt confeſs, that if 
under oed in this Senſe, there! is an 
End of the whole Diſpute. This Ex- 
planation indeed, ſoftens thoſe Clauſes 
with a Witneſs, for it explains them 
quite away : Even an Aran or an In- 
fidel may ſabſeribe with ſuch a Salvo; 
for, he hath his Prejudices againſt 
the Articles of the Creed. In ſhort, 
by ſuch a Conſtruction, this great Bul- 
wark of Chriſtianity opens the Door 
to all Sorts of Infidels and Hypocrites, 


Der ivun of 5 


1 I only honeſt Men, 4 
think themſelves obliged to under- 


ſtand Creed, in their plain obvious 
Senſe and Meaning, without mental 


Evaſions and. Jeſuitical Equivocations. 
Alſo, my Author, p. 206, forgetting 
his * Allowances Bo the Preju- 
dices and Weakneſs of Mankind, wiſhes 


ſome ſuch Clauſe as this was paris * 


i And I do make this Subſcription 

according to the plain Senſe andUn- 
C derſtanding of theWords, and known 
C Intention * the Tannen 18. 


50 


| Bur the W upon Ne this 7 
Author lays the greateſt, Streſs for the 


Neceſſity of retaining the Atbunaſſun 


Crecd, is, that this Creed, he ſays, is 


158 the great Guard and Bulwark of the 


« Chriſtian. Faith. p. 2, Sc. But can a 


Daſt or I. ſidel ſay. any 'T 3 more 


injurious to our holy Profeſſion, viz. 


That it owes its whole Support to Creeds 
and human Authority that it cannot 
be defended on the Principles of Truth 


and Reaſon ; that its nh Doctrine N 


and 
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and the many Miracles wrought in Con 
firmation of our Faith in CHRIS Y. 
and which àre atteſted by the ſtron g- 
eſt Evidence. „are not ſufficient; though 
of SMVioun himſelf frequently. ap- 
Peals to the Miracles He wrought, as a 


Proof of his divine Miſſion; but that 


it is owing: to the Impoſition 80 Creed 5, 
that there is ſuch a Thing a as Chriſti- 
anity in the World; that if human 
Authority did not interpoſe, and the 
Clergy were not enjoined, Yor the 


Penalty of loſing their Preferments, to - 


Aubſcribe to the Athanaſian Creed, che 
Name of Chriſtian had not now been 


heard of. For my own Part, L always 


thought the Holy Seripture was the 
Pillar of our Faith, and Truth and 
Reaſon its Guard; and I do throughly 
diſſent from this: Author's Aſſertion, 


and from my Heart believe, no ads: 


Perſon was ever converted or con- 


firmed in Chriftianity by reading the 


Atbana ſian Creed, or even the laborious 
Works of all the learned Commenta- 


tors who have perplexed themſelves 
140 on 


> ISAS 4 — . 


, , 


1 * 4 Darbhaß * 
on this Queſtion, let him ſtudy as * 
as he pleaſe, what i is to be el 
by Eſſencer, Kahllances, Habſſlencer, Co- 
eſſentialities, Perſons, Per onalities, Vi- 
zalities, the Hypoſiatical Union, the DE 
F rence between Filiatian \ Spiration, Pro- 

, the learned Diſputes about Fi- 
* " and other famous Points, which 
bio vided and diſtracted the Church; 
and I much doubt, whether at the End 
of his long Enquiry, he will be either 
a better Chriſtian or a wiſer Man; 
theſe Sorts of Studies may indeed be- 
wilder Mankind, and lead us into a 
Maze, but can convey to the Under- 
ſtanding no real, uſeful Knowledge. 
Our Athanaſians, like the Babel Builders 
of Old, inſtead of climbing up into 
Heaven, have only loſt themſelves in a 
Confuſion of LI: | 


FROM a Treatiſe, vhoſe profeſſed 
Deſign was to prove the . 4 
Creed a Pre ſervative againſi Hereſtes, 
we had reaſon to hope the r 
Author would have explained to us 

bY the 


* 
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the Nature of Hereſies, that Mankind 1 

might have avoided ſo dangerous a 
Rock: But all the bel he is 
pleaſed to afford us he s, that 

Arians. , Macedomans, A ppollinarians, 
| Photimans, Eutychians, Eunomians, Ma- | 

„ mnubees, Socinians, Antitrinitarians, Va- 
lentinians, Samoſatenians, March ons, Neſ- 
torians, Sabellians, Novatzans, Patri paſ= 

ſiaus, Alt bropomorplutes wa: ſuch like, 

are Hereticks ; and in Oppoſition 

to their danurbla Doarines, he tells us 

this Creed was compoſed: « And to 
guard the true Faith againſt their 
« heretical and pernicious Tenets, I 
is neceſſary it ſhould be detail 
“Ry this, he ſays, they are kept from 
2 plundering us of the Articles of 
„% our Faith. No. wonder to hear 
« perverſe Arians, Photinzanis and 
&« Apollinarians crying out againſt thoſe - 
“Guards, which are our Defence a- 
by gainſtall their falſe Gloſſes and Miſ- 
« conſtructions. Theſe Men feel the 
Force and Strength of this great 
9 TIRE of our Faith, and by their 
1. 1 1 OI 
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. it ſhew us how wiſely it is 
compoſed and fitted to oppoſe their 
- ogy N Their condemn- 
ing it, is N greateſt Commendation, 
and their pleading to have it laid 
 alide is a very : ſubſtantial Reaſon for 
us to retain it.” p. os 


uk tis thoſe Ages + ofthe World, when 
4 99 Creed was compoled and 


gained Ground in the Church; and 


7 even in all A ges, there are great Num- 


bers, who pay an implicit Regard to 


Words; ; Men, who have Ears to hear, 
but ſeem to want Underſtanding 0 


judge. To theſe the Writers and Main- 5 


tainers of all Controverſial Points, 
make their Application not by Reaſon 
and Argument, but by appealing to 
their Paſſions, and by loading their 
Adverſaries Chara der with all that is 
bad, and calling them by bard and 
7 opprobrious Names; and it is wonderful 
to obſerve, how it bath work d up 
theſe Mens Pailions, intoxicating them 


even to Madneſs. Who can deſeribe 


the 


) 


\ 


\ 


f 


"CHRISTIA? NITY. "i "= 
the Confuſion and Diſorder! The 0 


many bloody Murders and inhuman: 
Maſſacres, which have been owing to 


the unjuſt Charge of Hereſie! This 


ſingle Word Hcrctick bath filled the 


Courts of the Inquiſition, brought vaſt 
Numbers of poor, inocent Perſons: to 


the Stake, and even ſtripp'd Emperors! 
and Kings of their Thrones,” and 
overwhelm'd whole Countries l in⸗ 
teſtine Commotions and unnatural Wars, 


the Inhabitants thereof ſheathing the 


Swords in each others Bowels ; and all 
this, for no other Reaſon, but becauſe 
they believed them to be Hereticks, 
that is, becaufe their Leading Prieſts, | 
to whom they had ſubmitted . 


Conſciences, ſaid they were Hereticks.. 


Since therefore this Author leaves: 


us entirely in the Dark, as to the Mean- 
ing of the Word Hereſy, or Heretuk, 


I will take the Liberty to give you my | 
Opinion about it. Hereſy doth not 
proceed from a Weakneſs in the Under- 


EY; but from a Depravity of the 


Will 
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Will. 118 is not a Hereticꝶ, WS 
through Tgnorance happens to be mi- 
taken in the. true Faith; but he is an 
Heretick, who knowingly eſpouſes an 
Opinion, which he himſelf does not 
believe to be true, or who, out of ſelf 
Intereſt, or any other Siniſter Deſign, 
bans any Doctrine to be a neceſ- 
ſary Article of Faith, when he doth 
not, in his own Opinion, believe it 5 
be neceſſary, intending thereby 
make bimſelf the Head of a Party err 
highly mmagniilged: for his Zeal and Or- 
thodoxy. St. Paul in his Epiſtle to 
Titus, ch. ili. ver. 11, Speaking of 
Hereticks , ſays they are ſelf- con- 
demned ; which can't be applyed to 
them, o think themſelves in the 
Right, but muſt neceſſarily be applyed 
to them, who a& againſt the DiQafes 
of cher own Conſcienees. 


as have I offer'd my Mite to- 
wards freeing Ckriſtianity from the un- 
juſt Clamours its Adverfaries have 
875 againſt it, on the Account of 


this : 


% 


£ 
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this Creed; and hope what 1 bas 2 "4 1 1 
written may engage ſome abler Heads 
to take it into their ſerious Conſider 


tion. The more of Reaſon appears in 


our Religion, the more evident are the — 
Marks of its Divine Original; and, on 


the other Hand, whatever will a 


bear the Teſt of Reaſon, cant be the 
Religion of Rational Beings: Therefore, 


what greater Service can any One do 


the Chriſtian Religion, than to prove, 


- that all its Doctrines are Rational, Juſt 


and Good, That its Ways are Ways of 


Pleaſanteſ, and all its Paths are Peace: 
And then I ſhould hnmbly hope, that 
the Legiſlature would be pleated to 


diſpence with the preſent Subſcription 
to this Creed. If the Athanaſian Creed * © 
doth. indeed reflect upon the Juſtice _ 


and Goodneſs of the Alu, and 
repreſents our moſt gracious Gop un- 
der moſt frightful Colours, acting as 


a cruel, arbitrary Tyrant, and damnj- 
ing to eternal Torments infinite Num- 


bers of poor Wretches for not believ- 


ing certain Articles of Faith, whi os 5 


1 I 21 of. 


| © 2 are not in their Power to bikere; B 
becauſe they are ſeemingly contmdis 


Qory. to one another, and alſo ver 


difficult rightly to be underſtood, amd 


conſequently no Object of their Faith ; | 
for, tis not the repeating a Set of 


Words and ſuppoſing, that they ſhould: 
operate as a Charm to bring us to Hea- 


ven, but tis underſtanding” and aſ- 
ſenting to the Propoſition contained in 
ſuch Words, which conſtitutes Faith 
or Belzf. If this be really the Caſe 


of the Atbanaſian Creed, if the moſt 


| perfe& and amiable of Brines- is 
. therein repreſented as void of Mercy 

and Goodnefs, is it not a moſt melan- 
choly Conſideration, that the Rever- 
end and Learned Body of the Clergy 


are obliged by Law to ſubſcribe their 
Belef in it? Is it not a great Grief to 


the ſincere Chriſtian to: have ſo much. 


Blaſphemy appointed to be read in the 


Church on our moſt Solemn Feaſt- 
Days? Perhaps, the Neceſſity the 
: . Clergy are under will be pleaded in 
* their Excuſe: 5 and it may be argued, 70 


1 r g 


* 


* W * * . 
* 25 : : 
4 D538 = 2 


that theirs is the greater Sin, Wo 
impoſe it; but this muſt be ſubmitted |. 


to thoſe noble Aſſemblys, in whoſe 
Hands is lodged the Legiſlative Power 
of this Nation, by whoſe moſt pious 
and gracious: Endeavours, I humbly 


hope, Poſterity, and the Children yet- 


unborn, may gratefully remember their 
happy Deliverance from this, worſe 


than Ægyptian Slavery, becauſe it puts 
Fetters on the Conſcience ; and that the 


Clergy in future Ages may not be obli- 
ged, like their Fore-Fathers toſubſcribe - 


to what is repugnant to Scrzpture, and 


then be forced to rely on ſome-Jeſuitt- 


cal Evaſion, or other ſecret Reſerva- 
tion, as a Salvo for their Conſciences. 


Sons, perhaps, may. be ſurprized 


how a Spurious Creed, compoſed many 


Years after the Death of Athanaſms, 


never heard of, till four hundred or 


five hundred, or perhaps {ix hundred 


Vears, after our Saviour's Death, (for, 


the Learned differ widely both as to 


its Author, and the Time when com- 
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poſed) came firſt to be 3 into 
the Church: But when we conſider 
\ thoſe dark Ages of the World when 
the Hunns, Goths, Vandals, and other 
. barbarous Nations had hid Waſte the 
| Roman Provinces ; when Superſtition 
ke thick Darkneſs had overſpread the 
Face of the Earth, and extinguiſned 
the Light of Reaſon; when the Word 
of Gop was locked up in an unknown 
Tongue; and when inſtead of ſearch- 
ing the Scriptures, as our Saviour 
* commanded, it was forbid ; when A- 
doration of Saints, or rather painted 
Images, ſuperſeded that of the A- 
MIGHTY; when Murder and Perſe- 
cution Gow ſanctifiecl by Authority; 
when deſtroying our Brethren, the 
Work of his Hands, was conftraed 
doing G op good Service; when Ma- 
ET. kometamſm over-ran the Eaſt, and Po- 
perry the Weſt; when Credo, qua . 


Poſfſibile ef, joined with a large Dona- 


tion to the Chureh, was the higheſt 
Degree of Merit, attoned for Murder, 
| SONG wan the deluded Wretches to 
| imagine 
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| mags whatſoever Crimes they had, 
or ſhould commit. Since ſuch Doctrines 
and ſuch Practices have prevailed. in 


* A * a Places i. 2 


the Church, I am not ſtartled to find ; | 


the Atbanaſs an Creed amongſt them. : 


NETHER, perhaps, - ſhall we a 
much ſurprized tofind 1 it {till continue 
2 Part of the Common Prayer, when.we 
conſider, that the Raverggid Body of 
the Clerg yare bound down by ae 
tions outwardly to profeſs to believe 
it. This Crecd, is indeed, in a literal 
Senſe the great Bulwark, which guards 
the Poſſeſſions of the Church This 
they muſt break through, or ſwallow 
down, before they can accept any Pre- 
ferments there; and if ſuch a Perſon 
ſhould afterwards write againſt it, how 
would he be perſecuted by his falſe 
Brethren, who impoſe Creeds, thereby 
to wound and affright tender Con- 
ſciences, that ſo they might ingroſs 
all the Revenues and Honours of the 
Church! ? How would they traduce his 
a Character? 
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_ = Adder? How 8 55 opbraids "3: 
d for his former — (Vide 
tis Author, p. 18.) Omnibus biſce Ar 

ticulis & ſmeulis in erſdem contentes, Jo. 

: lens & ex animo fubſcribo, & Conſenſum : 

meum eiſdem præbeo, would be the 
| Weapon made uſe of to defame him 


with: And as to the Laity, too many 


of them trouble themſelves very little : 
about Religion, and ſome perhaps may 


be induced to entertain an harder 


Thought of Chriſtianity itſelf," from a 
miſtaken Opinion, as if this Wien Was 
really a Part of the Chriſtian Reli- 
E gion, n, and that it enjoined a flaviſh 


bmiſſion to the Dictates of deſig * 


ing Men; and, inſtead of a debe e 
Service, required us to renounce our 
Ungderſtandings, to apoſtatize from 
3 Humanity, and degenerate into Brutes, 
giving up our Reaſon, which alone 


. diſtinguiſhes us from them. Moſt un- 
qt Charge upon our Holy Religion! 
A Religion, which enlarges our rati- 


Fo. nal Faculties, filling the Mind with 


an #ltcniſhing idea of an eternal Du- 


= e eee . TE ration, 


z theirs. Chriſtianity affords us a moſt 


e of hat mean, —— Piotr: 
| ſures of this Life, and which we, and 
the Brutes enjoy in common; or if 

there is any Difference the Aeg 


_ amazing Inſtance of the Goodneſs of 
Govp towards the Sons of Men, and 
requires, on our Part, the higheſt De- 
1 gree of Reverence towards the Mosr 
Hicn, the moſt refined Purity of 


Heart and Mind, and the moſt noble 


and diffuſive Charity to all Mankind; 


even its Articles of Belief tend to this | 
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one great End, to eſtabliſh Righte- 4. 


. ouſneſs upon Earth, and entire Obe- 
 dience to the Will of Gop. What 
can give us a, deeper Senſe of the 
heinous Nature of Sin, and} of the in- 
| diſpenſable Neceſſity to obey the Laws 


of Gop, than reflecting upon the | 


Dignity of the Perſon, who gave 


Himſelf to be a Sacred for the Sins 55 


of Men? So when we are perſwaded, 
that it is the Son of Gop, who hath « 
alli ured us, that everlaſting Happinek, or. 


endleſs: 5 


: h * 7 5 3 - 
: 2 * ao — — 2 * — 23 9 
. £ - a N 
$. * * & * * + a A : þ 
* „ 4 ” 1 5 , * - - 
% . > 1 Fr ” — 
© Y — , 555 
N —__— ba. Aa 4 2 ? 4 * 
i 1 * 4 . F : y — 
a . * \ 7 
„ 
* : j 
L — « #4 
4 - "het 
- 4 ; 
* 5 - 
y <4 «at « 4 : # - 
- / . 4 7 „ 
1 t | | 
0 * * — 4> . 
l * 3 * f 8 +4 i 
© 2 8 | 
2 = Li * : 
* o 1 Py 4 } 
" * 
. ** 2 * * ww 
: ' Fe 1 0 
70 * J f R * 
* — 4 ; | 
* 
>) 
** 4 
8 , $6 % Fo 
4 (>) WT þ ne; To 2 
©» a | 2 4 
> Þ. — 5 
| | IN 
y ; kk 
; 4 WE | 
: k 
4 . 
— n : , 
N22 l z — a . 
; 4 > 4 
l E - 
8 QA ; 1 : * 
— O - i i 7 p 
g * 8 A 1 hy » 4 
, + — - * 4 . 
— 9 — ” N e * * * 
| WE: 1 o p - * 
£ 15 4 — = * ; * 
, 6 x 4 0 4 * 
— . ES 8 
$ 4 * OT ? 
- 4 2 » 4 d L f "> f . 
! F + - 
N 4 St, 
= Eo * 
* . 8 P 1 v4 7 3 
- — 4 — [ ; a, 
# . * , . „ 
4 » * : : . ; «» * _ 1 
N * a 1 £473 i; * 3 2 _— y 54 2 * 
+ . O : - - 74 
- : , « * 
IF 4 - : . ; 8 2 
"oe j = N 
g 75 #; ; A» 4 5 ” ” : 2 p * 
: $a 8 « 4 i - bp OY . 
— * 2 2 8 x 
N - g 84 4 
7 . E Se” » 
* * - 
7 a * 
* - aſs 


— — - - - - 
— — — — — ˙—— & ] w . —˙ ! 


—— —u— —— — 


2 


——— ˙ù—- ———— 2 T— — 


Cs. Ix x3, 


T0 


— 2K 0 
WE 


— 


— 


— 2 


